CHURCH OF THE GOOD S HEPHERD (EPISCOPAL)

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOVEMBER 29, 2020 AT 10:30 AM ON ZOOM
214 Main Street; Post Office Box 412, Nashua, New Hampshire 03061
Church Office 603-882-5352
www.cgsnashua.org

“Helmsley”

Prelude

Wilbur Held

Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn 68

“Rejoice, rejoice, believers”

The Collect of the Day
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time
of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he
shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The First Lesson Isaiah 64:1-9
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence-as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil-- to make your name known to your
adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not
expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who
gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid
yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a
filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on
your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into
the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the
work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider,
we are all your people.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 Qui regis Israel
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the
cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
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O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
The Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
A Reading from the first letter of Paul the Apostle to the church in Corinth.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for
in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of
Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Musical Reflection Solo

“But who may abide the day of his coming?” from Messiah

G.F. Handel

But who may abide the day of his coming? And who shall stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire, who shall stand
when he appeareth? –Malachi 3:2-3

The Gospel Mark 13:24-37
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
Glory to you Lord Christ
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and
the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son
of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect
from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon
as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not
pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away. “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or
at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You Lord Christ
The Sermon
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Pastor Greg

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on
them light has shined. Isaiah 9:2
You who dwell in darkness and light, in silence and sound, dwell in the hearts of your people. In hope, peace,
and joy may we await with anticipation the coming of Christ the Morning Star.
Silence
Christ, be our light
Shine in our hearts.
You who framed the brightness of the first light in creation, dispel the arrogance, animosity, and anger that
shatter the unity of your holy Church. Fill your faithful people with the radiant light of truth.
Silence
Christ, be our light
Shine in our hearts.
You who delivered your people from the misery of bondage in slavery to the land of promise, set us free from
enslavement to division, disunity, and distrust in our public life and labor. Illumine those in authority with the
light of vision.
Silence
Christ, be our light
Shine in our hearts.
You who patterned the stars and called the sun into being, who appointed the moon and chartered the cosmos,
pattern the hearts of people everywhere to see in each other the beauty of the universe and the splendor of
creation, that divisions of race, class, gender, and ethnicity may be recreated into one common humanity.
Silence
Christ, be our light
Shine in our hearts.
You who shower comfort and hope to the lowest, the lost, and the least, shower the light of compassion on the
sick, the sorrowful, and the suffering [especially ______]. Help us to be your compassion and hope in the world.
Silence
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Christ, be our light
Shine in our hearts.
You who welcome into the brilliant light of eternity those who have died, welcome those whose lives have been
cut short by violence, warfare, and strife [especially _______]. Shine the light of hope.
Silence
Christ, be our light
Shine in our hearts.
You who delight in the complexity and splendor of creation, help us to delight in the diversity of this earth, our
island home. Inspire your people to care for all you have made.
Silence
Christ, be our light
Shine in our hearts.
May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find us ever burning with the light of love, the spirit of
truth, and the wellspring of hope. Amen.
For Healing and Special Concerns
Diane Adams
Bob Adolt
Jan & Jerry Armstrong
Lori Azevedo
Wesley Barrett
Louise Bessler
Bob Bloemer
Paige Bourassa
Margaret Sheehan Brown
Rose Emma Caisse
Jerry Carnavale
Rosemary Carnavale

Paul Cormier
Ann Dadak
Henry Dailey
Charlotte Davis
Thomas Dorgan
Jennifer Duff
Roxanne Dwyer
Debbie Eckers
Kathy Eckles
John Epstein
Charlotte Flint
Helen Francini

Charles Freiburger
Kirt Gillum
Maureen Haak
Joan Hout
Wendy Huckins
Marie Hurley
Evelyn Jensen
Jimmy & Peggy Kantargis
Meredith King
Pauline Lawrence
Dawn Marie Long

Sandra Long
SHM
Nancy Martin
Claire McGraw
Elissa Morin
Craig Morton
Susan Nadeau
Teiyana Nolan
Michelle Normandin
Ella Ogonowski
Tina Terry Peel
Jane Pereira

Aimee Pelletier
Kathie Russeau
Samantha Russeau
Kate Schaller
Don Shepard
Cody Sleeper
Jeff Snow
Phil Temple
Donna Voveris
Chris Walsh
John Waugh
Edi-Lu Wartella

An Altar Remembrance is given in loving memory of Garret Cormier by Kathy and Paul Cormier.
An Altar Remembrance is given in memory of the deceased members of the Good Shepherd chapter of the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew-Tom Degges, Pete Roebuck, Don Kenny, John Metcalf, Bob Bicknell, Ben
Stanton, Bill Ferguson, and Bernie Madeira.
Confession
Let us confess our sins against God and one another.
Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: You create all people in your image and call
us to love one another as you love us. We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity of
the human family. We have desired to live in freedom, while building walls between ourselves and others.
We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, while making judgements of others based on
the color of skin, or the shape of features, or the varieties of human experience. We have tried to love our
neighbors individually while yet benefitting from systems that hold those same neighbors in oppression.
Forgive us, Holy God. Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people. Strengthen us for the
work of reconciliation rooted in love. Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our
diversity, even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, Holy and undivided Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.
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Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
The People greet one another in the Name of Christ
The Announcements
THE HOLY COMMUNION
Anthem

“People, look East”

Craig Phillips, arr.

People, look East, The time is near of the crowning of the year. Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth, and set the
table. People, look East, and sing today: Love, the guest is on the way. Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is
planted there: Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. People, look East, and sing today:
Love, the rose, is on the way. Birds, though ye long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled. Even the hour when wings
are frozen, He for fledgling time has chosen. People, look East, and sing today. Love, the bird is on the way. Stars, keep the watch.
When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim, shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. People,
look East, and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way. Angels, announce with shouts of mirth, Christ who brings new life to earth. Set
every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. People, look East, and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way. –
Eleanor Farjeon

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth, because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing, therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for
the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
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given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
The Invitation to Communion
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
For those who wish to receive the sacrament, it will be available in the church parking lot or by pulling up
outside the front of the church on Main Street, for pickup by appointment, please see the signup sheet online.
The prayer of thanksgiving and the blessing will be administered to all who pick up communion at the church
together with the dismissal.
For those who cannot receive communion in person the following prayer of Spiritual Communion is said as the
ministers receive the Sacrament.
Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to
receive Your Spirit in my Spirit. Although I cannot now receive you physically, come into my heart nonetheless
as my invited guest. I welcome You into my life, knowing that you are already here, and I pray that by Your
grace and power we may be mystically united, never to be separated. Amen.
At Your feet, O Jesus, I prostrate myself and I offer to You the repentance of my contrite heart. I adore You in
the Sacrament of Your love, the most holy Eucharist. I desire to receive You into the poor dwelling that my
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heart offers You. While waiting for the happiness of sacramental communion, I wish to welcome You in spirit.
Come to me, O my Jesus, as I, for my part, am coming to You! May Your love embrace my whole being in life
and in death. I believe in You, I hope in You, I love You. Amen.
Hymn 438

“Tell out, my soul”

Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious
Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send
us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Closing Blessing
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of
God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit be among you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
Dismissal
Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Fugue in D minor”

Johann Pachelbel

Assisting in this Service as Readers: Karla Tolomeo, Richard Binder, Kate Binder.
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THE PARISH NOTICES
Thank you to the members of this morning’s quartet of singers: Wayne Blair, April Duncan, Don Fluckinger,
Melissa Piantedosi.
A Pledge Drive Like No Other: Pledge card packages were mailed to parishioners’ homes. There are several
ways for you to return the information: 1) Mail the pledge card to church in the enclosed envelope; 2) You can
bring the pledge card to communion with you on Sunday; 3) Call or email the church office and indicate your
pledge for next year. We need pledges returned so we can create our budget for next year. Thank you to all that
have already returned your pledge cards.
Advent Lessons and Carols: Sunday, December 6th, 4:00 pm. As we welcome the season of Advent, CGS
will be marking the time with a broadcasted service of Advent Lessons and Carols on December 6th. The service
will debut at 4pm on our YouTube page: https://www.youtube.com/user/CGSNashua. Join us then to hear the
prophets foretell the coming of Christ and to sing some of your favorite hymns from the comfort of your own
home.
CGS’ Front Door Agency Outreach Committee’s- Adopt a Child for Christmas: The annual CGS Adopt a
Child Christmas sign up begins Sunday, November 22nd. Parishioners will have the opportunity to adopt a
child in need from the Norwell House this Holy Season. Due to COVID-19, sign up will be handled differently.
Please sign up on the link below for the age and gender for the child you would like to adopt. Once you have
chosen a child, a personal email will be sent to you with the child’s name and wish list. Directions for drop off
will also be included in the email. As always, thank you for your support and continued generosity. Happy
Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c44afae2aa3fa7-adopt
Nashua Soup Kitchen & Shelter Questionnaire: In continuing with CGS's commitment to service in our
community, we are excited to be working closely with Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter as they prepare to
open their expanded shelter next door in 2021. If you would be interested in volunteering once it opens or
exploring ways to serve your community sooner than that, please fill out this survey and we will be in contact
with you. Click on this link to access the Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PVMKH8L
Various Worship Sign-Ups: Parishioners wishing to receive communion outside are welcome to come to the
church immediately following the 10:30 am service, which requires a sign up. To sign up click on this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4CAFAF29AAFB6-sunday. Or you may call the Office, Monday
through Friday, 9 am to 2 pm to sign up as well.
Sunday Worship via Zoom Link: Sunday Mornings at 8:00 am. & 10:30 am. Here is the link to join in each
week:
Topic: Sunday Worship Online
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/92625169665
Meeting ID: 926 2516 9665
Sunday Adult Forum: Sunday Mornings at 9:00 am. The topic this Sunday is "The Gospel of Mark: A Sneak
Peek at the Year Ahead”. Here is the link to join in each week:
Topic: Sunday Adult Forum
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/96730301609
Meeting ID: 967 3030 1609
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84991362569

Meeting ID: 849 9136 2569

Midweek Coffee & Conversation: Please join Pastor Mike & Pastor Greg on Wednesday Mornings at
10:00am for Mid-week Fellowship. Here is the link to join in each week:
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/96168342581
Meeting ID: 961 6834 2581
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Thursday Evening Christian Formation: This Advent, join us for “Setting the Stage: The Prologues of
Matthew, Luke, and John.” We will be studying the opening chapters of the Gospels as we set the stage for
Christ’s arrival at Christmas. Thursdays from 6:30pm on Zoom. Here is the zoom link to join in each week:
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/92725342575?pwd=MlhLSkpDdnBiNTlld21jQ1lxS004Zz09
Meeting ID: 927 2534 2575
Passcode: 383726
Shop with Scrip: Are you willing to earn 5% of everything you spend for CGS? And, without you spending
any extra! On average Scrips rebates 5% of Gift Card sales directly to our Parish, but many give even
more! Go to the Scrips web site, https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Login/Enroll use our CGS code13E9362921L91 to sign up for electronic/online ordering. Click Here to see our “5 Common Online Ordering
Questions and Answers” that is on our website.
Amazon Smile = $ for CGS: Don’t forget, CGS is an AmazonSmile charitable partner. Every time you shop at
Amazon they will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Church of the
Good Shepherd! It's easy to set up - 1. Just go to www.smile.amazon.com. 2. Select your charity - enter
“Church of the Good Shepherd Nashua”. CGS will pop up for you to select. Now you are all set to shop to your
hearts content and help raise funds for our parish. All of your settings from your existing Amazon.com account
will crossover, same log in, registries, shopping cart, etc. If you are an Amazon Prime member this will cross
over as well. Once you are set up with CGS as your selected charity, shop at smile.amazon.com. The great part
is that if you forget and log in to www.Amazon.com a reminder and link for AmazonSmile will pop up! Tell
your family and friends who shop at Amazon to go in and select CGS as their Smile partner too.

The People of God of
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (EPISCOPAL)
Ministers
Bishop of New Hampshire
Rector
Curate
Deacon
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Vergers
Music Director
Parish Administrator
Communications Secretary
Sunday School Coordinator
Youth Ministry
Front Door Agency
Sexton
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All Baptized Parishioners
The Rt. Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld
The Rev. Michael Greene
The Rev. Gregory Baker
The Rev. Nancy Meyer
Jill Rosier
Sandy Desharnais
John Townsend, Howard Titus, John Rowntree
Brett Greene
Laurie Ascani
Abbie Law
Mary O’Reilly
Nancy Madeira
Maryse Wirbal
Brian Wisnosky

